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The "To Be Secure" (2BS) Forum organized by the Atlantic Council of Montenegro kicked off in
Podgorica, Montenegro on 5 June 2012.

  

The forum facilitated in depth discussion of the most important dilemmas in the field of
international security and cooperation, current security related issues, the latest political
developments and challenges posed by the global economic and financial crisis (with focus on
the Balkans).

  

Deputy Supreme Allied Commander Transformation (DSACT), General Mieczysław Bieniek, on
opening remarks underlined that "NATO's intent is to continue to act as a facilitator for Allies'
cooperation and encourage multinational initiatives with supporting policy and mechanisms that
can truly enable a new culture of cooperation".

  

The meeting highlighted NATO standards as a very important reference for Partners' Armed
Forces in all aspects of military transformation in order to meet future membership and
partnership requirements in the best possible way.
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Representatives from many Allied and Partner countries from the region participated in theforum. General Bieniek, in addition to his keynote, participated in the discussions of a follow-onpanel related to the outcome of the NATO Summit in Chicago in May and the Smart Defenceinitiative.  The "key aspect of the Defence Package is the strong emphasis on how to institutionalizeSmart Defence into regular NATO processes and structures" said Bieniek, going further to statethat "The Chicago Summit was not an end but rather a key milestone for validation of the workthat Alliance has embarked upon".  
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