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Headquarters Supreme Allied Commander Transformation (HQ SACT) recently hosted a series
of meetings for the Systems Concepts and Integration (SCI) Panel of the NATO Research and
Technology Organization (RTO).

  

At the invitation of HQ SACT, the SCI Panel held its spring business meeting in Norfolk May
9-13 and also ran a classified technical symposium in Virginia Beach May 10-11. Additionally,
two technical working group meetings and a workshop were scheduled at HQ SACT during the
week to enable the teams the opportunity to involve military staff from the headquarters in some
of the projects sponsored by the panel. The RTO panels are important to ACT, as they provide
the command with an effective means to access NATO nations’ technical experts across many
communities of interest. This base of technical knowledge is essential to ACT’s efforts to
promote multinational development of interoperable operational capabilities.

  

SCI is one of seven panels in the NATO RTO that brings together engineers and scientists from
government, military, academia and industry from the NATO nations so that they can work on
collaborative projects that exchange technical knowledge and develop advice for the Alliance on
emerging technologies and solutions to improve operational capabilities.

  

The panel manages a programme of work that addresses advanced systems concepts,
integration, engineering techniques and technologies across the spectrum of platform and
operating environments to ensure cost-effective mission-area capabilities. It achieves this
through sponsoring collaborative multinational forums such as symposiums, workshops and
studies. The SCI Panel includes senior national technical representatives from 21 NATO
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nations.

  

The panel business meeting included a half-day workshop, which was held in HQ SACT. This
allowed experts from the technical and operational communities to discuss commonalities
between on-going ACT projects and the panel programme of work and identify ways to increase
future collaboration between the panel ACT staff.

  

A two-day technical symposium on “High Power Microwaves and Directed Energy Weapons”
was held at the U.S. Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek – Fort Story. This was attended by
more than 90 delegates from NATO nations and provided an in-depth review of the state of the
art of technical capabilities and risks associated with systems available now or being developed.

  

“The value this group can add to capability development efforts should not be underestimated”,
said Richard Simpson, the ACT representative to the SCI panel and local coordinator for the
meetings. “The panel representatives span a wealth of expertise and all of these national
representatives contribute a great deal of effort, outside their normal “day-jobs”, to ensure the
right expertise is available for multinational collaboration through the various SCI Panel
activities.”
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