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During his first visit to the NATO School on the occasion of the Defence Planning Symposium
15 January, General Jean-Paul Paloméros also celebrated the NATO School's 60th anniversary
and took part in the opening of the anniversary exhibition.

      

During the inauguration, together with the mayor of Oberammergau, Mr Arno Nunn and the
NATO School Commandant, Colonel Mark Baines, Paloméros underlined the relevance of the
School as a multinational installation for training and education: "I'm very pleased to have this
opportunity to visit this cornerstone of NATO's knowledge in Bavaria for the first time and to
have the opportunity to celebrate the 60th anniversary of its creation". The local mayor of
Oberammergau, Mr Arno Nunn, compared the School with the big constant of Oberammergau,
the Passion Play. After 60 years the NATO School Oberammergau is such a constant, too, the
mayor stated. He said that he appreciates the win-win situation for both the region and the
School and is happy to welcome numerous international visitors every year.

  

Earlier in the morning Paloméros took part to the first session of the Defence Planning
Symposium (DPS), an annual event organised to stimulate discussion on defence planning and
capability development topics. The overall theme this time was "Leading NATO to 2020 and
beyond".
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"This symposium is very timely as it takes place at a critical point in the NATO DefencePlanning Process, when the Alliance is on the brink of a new era that will challenge ourcollective ability to stand ready" Paloméros declared in his address – following the introductoryremarks from Ambassador Huseyin Dirioz, NATO's Assistant Secretary General for the DefencePlanning Process (DPP).  The School in Oberammergau, which started its success story 60 years ago as a horse stables,is now the premier centre for individual education and training for Allied military and civilianpersonnel, Partners as well other non-NATO countries and organisations. More than 80different nations from all over the world come to network and learn. About 10.000 soldiers andNATO civilians participate in more than 250 courses and conferences a year. The exhibitioninforms visitors about this history and about the current academic portfolio, and gives an insightinto what is taught at the school.  Press Contact.  Sebastian Lucht, NATO School Oberammergau – Public Relations, 82487 OberammergauE-Mail: lucht.sebastian@natoschool.nato.int - Tel.: 0049 (0)8822 9481 1050Internet: www.natoschool.nato.int  About NATO School Oberammergau.  The NATO School Oberammergau in southern Germany is NATO's key training facility on theoperational level. The School conducts multinational military education and individual training insupport of current and developing NATO operations, strategy, policy, doctrine and procedures.This includes cooperation and dialogue with military and civilian personnel from non-NATONations.  Since 1953, more than 200,000 officers, non-commissioned officers and civilians have attendedcourses at the School. Its curriculum has grown from two courses in 1953 to more than 100different courses today. Annually, about 10,000 students and conference attendees visit theSchool.  NATO School Oberammergau provides courses of instruction in six main disciplines, mostly oneweek in duration, in the fields of Intelligence, Cooperative Security, Joint Operations, JointPlans, Protection and Non Commissioned Officer Programs.  Primarily focused on individual education, NATO School Oberammergau also supports manyaspects of collective training, exercises, experimentation and operations. Education and trainingis centered on combined and operational art while offering Mobile Education and TrainingTeams, web based Advanced Distributed Learning and of cause resident courses andseminars. Moreover, the School has become a popular destination for many defense andsecurity related conferences.  Commandant of the NATO School Oberammergau is Colonel Mark D Baines, US Army.
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