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Deputy, Supreme Allied Commander Transformation (DSACT) Polish General Mieczyslaw
Bieniek met with Finnish military leaders during a recent visit to Finland to discuss ways to
enhance regional security, improve interoperability and their strengthen partnership.

      

The General was welcomed by Commander, Finnish Defence Forces, General Ari Tapani
Puheloinen; Chief of Defence Command, Vice Admiral Juha Sakari Rannikko and Defence
Counselor Helena Partanen as they shared their thoughts on Finnish Security and Defence
Policy, Defence Reform and International Cooperation.

  

General Puheloinen stressed the Nordic Defence Cooperation is one of the key elements of
Finnish security policy and it is in vital interest of all countries in the region. Finland intensively
uses Operational Capability Concept to evaluate troops designated to participate in NATO
Response Forces and NATO-led operations. DSACT expressed his appreciation for these
efforts and encouraged his interlocutor to continue following this path.
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Both sides agreed the partnership between NATO and Finland is at a very high level and needsto be maintained and further enhanced. In 2012 Finnish Defence Forces International Centreoffered a major contribution to the new education and training landscape by volunteering to leadPeace and Support Operations. The Finnish leaders suggested NATO should consider openingmore possibilities in the future.  The group also discussed issues such as Smart Defence, Connected Forces Initiative andPartnerships - the latter with a special emphasis on training. General Bieniek said AlliedCommand Transformation fully supports Finnish efforts in the field of interoperability andenhancement of military capabilities and hopes for more detailed discussions of commoncooperation initiatives during potential visit of Finnish Chief of Defence Command to SupremeAllied Command Transformation.
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