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The annual NATO Public Affairs (PA) Conference was held at the Joint Force Training Centre in
Bydgoszcz, Poland September 26-30. The conference brought together Public Affairs
Professionals from throughout NATO and partner Nations to discuss Public Affairs and Strategic
Communications, especially with regard to reporting lines, as well as on-going operations in
Afghanistan and Libya and communication priorities in the time leading up to the 2012 NATO
Summit in Chicago, USA.

  

Allied Command Transformation’s Chief of Public Affairs, Roy Thorvaldsen opened the
conference on behalf of the organisers, Headquarters Allied Command Transformation by
introducing the theme “Modern Defence - Engaging PA.” He stressed the importance of the
conference in helping to build a network within the PA community.

  

Photo: Mr. Jack Holt addresses Social Media during a 
breakout session at the 2011 NATO Public Affairs Conference. 

  

Public Affairs Advisor to the Chairman of the Military Committee and the International Military
Staff at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Brigadier General Massimo Panizzi, spoke on the
newly updated PA Policy. “The policy is Simple, Short, Shared, Sustainable, Staff tailored” –
and following his address there was a discussion on the lack of resources and national training
in the PA community to meet daily mission requirements.
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Several major stakeholders addressed attendees through Video-Teleconference addresses
including Supreme Allied Commander Transformation, General Stephane Abrial, who explained
how, in his mind “Communications is fully part of success”.

  

In her keynote address, NATO Assistant Secretary General for Public Diplomacy, Kolinda
Grabar-Kitarovic emphasised her vision for the 2012 summit preparations and her will to make
every citizen of the NATO countries proud of the Alliance.

  

There were also sessions covering the areas of Social Media, Website Design and Strategic
Communications, initiating vigorous discussions.

  

United Nations and Belgian Ministry of Defence representatives gave their perspectives on
Public Affairs contributions to the overall mission within a Strategic Communications framework.

  

Finally ACT updated conference participants on PA training opportunities and the Strategic
Communications capability development work currently being undertaken by the command.

  

The conference was closed with an address by Allied Command Transformation Chief of
Strategic Communications, Captain Jerome Erulin, who stated “I hope the networking we made
here and the framework that has been described through the fascinating lectures we have had
will strongly contribute to our efficiency in dealing with all the issues Public Affairs professionals
face.”
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