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French Air Force General Stephane Abrial, Supreme Allied Commander Transformation (SACT)
visited the NATO Undersea Research Centre (NURC) in La Spezia, Italy, March 17 to
familiarise himself with the activities, to get more details of the deliverables of the centre and
gain insight into how the centre supports transformation of NATO’s military capabilities.

  

      

  

This is the Abrial’s first official visit to NURC since he assumed command of Allied Command
Transformation (ACT) on September 9, 2009.

  

“It’s great to be in the most august of my subordinate entities, since it is 43 years older than
ACT itself,” said Abrial. “Thinking of all I heard today, I am reinforced in my conviction that the
NURC has a vital role to play in the coming years. The first reason is the renewed importance of
the maritime dimension in our strategic thinking. In an era where force projection and
out-of-area enterprises will continue to be needed, maritime access is bound to be essential to
future operations.”

  

Abrial was greeted by NURC Director Dr. François-Régis Martin-Lauzer and the commanding
officer of Comando Raggruppamento Subacquei e Incursori Teseo Tesei (COMSUBIN), on
behalf of the Italian Navy which hosts the centre.

  

The briefings covered a broad range of subjects such as the NURC business model,
programme of work, and the centre’s core scientific and technological competencies.  During a
tour of NURC’s offices, labs, engineering facilities, workshops and the CRV Leonardo, Abrial
had the opportunity to get a first-hand look at some of the current projects and the assets used
in maritime research such as acoustic arrays and autonomous vehicles.

  

At the all-hands meeting with NURC staff, Abrial expressed his support to the evolution of the
centre, stating that NURC is playing a vital function in the Alliance, especially with the increased
focus on maritime security in NATO. He sees ACT playing a role as the hub for nations in terms
of capabilities and expertise, with NURC having a major part in the maritime domain. Customer
work will reinforce NURC’s role as a transformational hub for NATO.
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In response to questions from staff on expectations for the future, Abrial said that in his vision,
he expects a continued balance between meeting today’s challenges and preparing for
tomorrow’s.

  

“We deliver pieces of equipment, prepare our capacities to be ready in the future, we must think
ahead about the threads of tomorrow, to meet warriors’ concerns,” he said. “NATO is working
on a Strategic Concept that will result in a strategy on the way ahead. In the meantime, I hope
that the enthusiasm and the motivation I have seen today will make you successful in the
implementation of the changes that are in place at NURC.”
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