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The Joint Force Training Centre hosted the biggest annual NATO event devoted to
Countering-Improvised Explosive Device (IED) issues between 18 and 20 May. Approximately
one hundred military and civilian specialists from twenty four NATO Nations, Partnership for
Peace member states and NATO Contact Countries arrived in Bydgoszcz to participate in the
Counter-Improvised Explosive Device (C-IED) Conference.

  

It was the sixth C-IED Conference organized by the Allied Command Transformation (ACT). “It
is a privilege for the JFTC to host such a conference and we thank the organizers for selecting
us to be the host of this event” – Major General Pavel Macko, the JFTC Commander, said in his
welcome speech. He also expressed the wish that the JFTC would be more involved in similar
activities in the future.

  

“I hope that the JFTC, supported by all NATO entities and nations, will become the place where
NATO forces will find tactical expertise and advice” – MG Macko added. Major General Pavel
Macko delivers the welcome address at the C-IED Conference.

  

The participants of the C-IED Conference were addressed also by Major General Kjell-Ove
Skare, ACT Assistant Chief of Staff Programming and Planning Management. Via recorded
message he highlighted main objectives of the conference and ensured the participants that the
outcome of the conference will have a significant influence on NATO C-IED approach in the
years to come.
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The C-IED Conference consisted of lectures, break-out sessions and discussions led byprofessionals, including Subject Matter Experts (SMEs), people with operational backgroundand decision making authorities who supported the conference with their knowledge andexperience. The participants prepared recommendations on key issues foreseen for theconference, such as harmonization of the Attack the Network (AtN) concept (focused onreducing IED effects and interrupting the enemy's chain of IED activities), developing means toinstitutionalize AtN, developing the C-IED training and finding opportunities to focus C-IEDdoctrine on AtN and NATO Defeat the System strategy. The conference was very successful. Itmet its objectives and its conclusions will have a great impact on future NATO AtN efforts andC-IED activities. “Right after the conference we will attend the C-IED Task Force Meeting atNATO Headquarters in Brussels, where we are going to update the C-IED action plan withrecommendations worked out during the conference in Bydgoszcz. These recommendations willbe given a very high priority due to the fact that they were identified by national SMEs” – COLJohn Greaves, the Chief of Integrated Project Team, said.  The three conference days were full of work, but the participants managed to combine businesswith pleasure. Following MG Macko’s invitation, they took an opportunity to visit the city ofBydgoszcz with its interesting Old Market, beautiful and vivid Mill Island and many picturesque,especially at this time of the year, squares.  
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