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unWINEd. What a special name for such a special innovation event! As written in the last
Transformer
, Innovation Research Park of Old Dominion University has been hosting these monthly events
for approximately two years. This month had a special twist as the event acted as a catalyst for
HQ SACT staff to meet with focused local businesses.

      

Prior to the unWINEd, ten businesses and staff from: the Capability, Engineering and Innovation
(CEI) Division; Command, Control, Deployment and Sustainability (C2DS) Division; and Joint
Education, Training and Exercises (JETE) Division met in a round-table format for presentations
and discussion regarding social media and associated technology.

  

Hosted by Brigadier-General Giovanni Fungo of CEI, the purpose of the meeting was to
"provide an opportunity to exchange views" on the vital subject of social media. "For some time
now our command has been investigating this phenomenon and observing its impact. We
believe that there is much potential to advance this capability beyond just its uses for
communications," Fungo said in his opening remarks.
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Captain Jerome Erulin, Director of Strategic Communications stated that "For some time, NATOhas recognized that it has a responsibility to ensure that the general public has the most up todate and accurate information possible and is using social media as one of the methods ofdelivering that information." Social media is also an excellent method to receive feedback on avariety of subjects. However, this round table wanted not only to review that approach but alsoto uncover others. One such area is training and education.  Brigadier-General Theodosios Dourouklis of JETE opened the subject of education and notedthat "we have seen many cases in civilian education institutes where social media is being usedand we believe that we can also use this technology to NATO's benefit." Local experts agreedwith this statement and a lively discussion ensued with many points of view being given.  Dr Johnny Garcia of SimIS, Inc agreed with much of what was being said but indicated that hefelt that enough studies and workshops had been done. In his view, he felt that the group should"just get out there and do it." Many others voiced the same opinion.  A follow-up symposium will be held in 4-5 months to get updates from those who have "gottenout there and done something."
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