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It was a crisp, clear September morning and the flags of the 28 NATO Nations were at half-staff
as Chief of Staff, Allied Command Transformation (ACT) Royal Navy Vice Adm. Robert G.
Cooling approached the podium to address the staff of Allied Command Transformation.

      

“For America, and all her Friends, the memories of that day bring back strong and conflicting
emotions: shock and anger at the barbarity of the attack, but also admiration for the rescuers
and compassion for the victims,” Cooling stated.

  

The staff listened as Cooling went on to say “Those who have given their lives will not be
forgotten, and neither will the victims of terrorism, who are also sorely missed. May their
memory inspire us as we, too, strive to make a difference in the fighting to protect our nations,
our populations and our values from all current and future threats.”
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At the conclusion of Cooling’s address the NATO flag was lowered to half-staff as a lone
drummer from U.S. Fleet Forces Band played, this was followed by one minute of silence lead
by U. S. Navy Chaplain John W. Maurice, Finally a bugler played taps and the wind picked up
the NATO flag came to a point of attention.

  

Following this the ceremony was concluded.
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