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KATRINA OVER HAMPTON ROADS – ARE WE READY? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In recent years, incidents around the globe have brought into focus the increased 

vulnerability of coastal regions. The Indian Ocean tsunami, Hurricane Katrina and similar 

flooding episodes in many nations have illustrated graphically the potential devastation that 

can be wrought by a natural disaster, while the ever present danger of a terrorist attack also 

has the capacity to inflict immense damage on the ports and waterways of the world. Add to 

these issues the growing understanding that the littoral areas are especially at risk from the 

consequences of climate change, and it becomes clear that there is an immediate need for 

civil and military authorities to assess their preparedness. 

 

The Hampton Roads area is home to the second largest port on the east coast of the 

United States and the largest naval base in the world. The area is not only low-lying, but is 

also vulnerable to the effects of hurricanes. The Netherlands, meanwhile, is one of the most 

low-lying countries in Europe and home to the port of Rotterdam, the largest in Europe. There 

is a long-standing common interest in this issue between the two regions, and both have 

experience, expertise and knowledge that can be shared to mutual benefit. 

 

On April 15, 2008, the annual Azalea Festival Symposium, hosted by NATO Allied 

Command Transformation and Old Dominion University in conjunction with the 2008 Azalea 

Festival’s most honored nation, the Netherlands, will bring together policy-makers, academics, 

engineers and emergency responders from both regions to discuss the issues at hand and 

analyze plans, processes and simulation tools that can be used to mitigate the impact of a 

disaster from the sea. As well as keynote speeches and panel discussions with executives, the 

conference will conduct workshops in key areas such as water management, consequence 

management, protecting critical infrastructure and emergency response. The symposium will be 

open to international and national guests who have a direct professional stake in these 

issues, as well as the senior political, military, and civilian leadership of the local and state 

communities. 

 
15 April 2008 ï Ted Constant Convocation Center, Norfolk, VA                     (Service Dress Uniform / Business Attire) 
16 April 2008 ï Virginia Modeling, Analysis and Simulation Center, Suffolk, VA        (Working Dress Uniform / Casual) 
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Tuesday, April 15, 2008 - Morning  TCCC (4320 Hampton Blvd, Norfolk, VA ) 

   

0830 – 0835 
Admin. 

remarks 

Mr. Dick Whalen 

Director Military Activities, Old Dominion University  

0835 – 0845 
Welcoming 

remarks 

Dr. Roseann Runte 
President, Old Dominion University 

0845 – 0855 
Scene 

setting 

General James N. Mattis, USMC 

Supreme Allied Commander Transformation 

0855 – 0905 Video 
Mr. Bob Harper 

Executive Director, Emergency Management Training Analysis 

and Simulation Center 

0910 – 0930 Keynote 1 
The Honorable Robert P. Crouch, Jr. 

Assistant to the Governor for Commonwealth Preparedness 

0935 – 1015 Keynote 2 
The Honorable Jay M. Cohen 

Under Secretary for Science and Technology, 

United States Department of Homeland Security 

1015 – 1040 Coffee Break 

1040 – 1120 Keynote 3 
Commissioner Jan Franssen 
Queen's Commissioner for South Holland and Chairman of the 

Netherlands Government Task Force on Flooding Management 

1125 – 1205 Keynote 4 
Lieutenant General Russel L. Honore, USA (Ret.) 

Former Commanding General First Army 

Former Commander Joint Task Force Katrina 

1210 – 1250 Keynote 5 

Professor Eelco H. Dykstra, M.D. 

Professor of International Emergency Management at George 

Washington University Institute for Crisis, Disaster and Risk   

Management and International Coordinator of the Dutch-

American International Center for Water and Emergency 

Management (DAIC-WEM) 

1250 – 1400 Buffet Lunch 
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Panel Session One 

Emergency Management Policy and Coordination 

1400 – 1500 

Chairman: 

Professor Rob de Wijk 

Professor of Strategic Studies, Leiden University, NLD 

Professor of International Relations, NLD Defense Academy 

Director, Center for Strategic Studies, The Hague, NLD 

Panelists: 

Mr. Steve Mondul 

Deputy Assistant to the Governor for Commonwealth 

Preparedness 

 

Dr. Yacov Y. Haimes  

Lawrence Quarles Professor of Systems and Information 

Engineering, University of Virginia 

Director, Center for Risk Management of Engineering Systems 

 

Mr. Bruce P. Baughman 

Former Director, Alabama Emergency Management Agency 

Notes: 

Areas of discussion include emergency and disaster 

contingency planning, public awareness and education, human 

resources policies for federal, state and local employees, 

evacuation policy and planning, medical and trauma planning, 

strategies for managing incidents, recommendations for 

disaster management legislation, and pandemic and disease 

planning. 
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Panel Session Two 

Critical Infrastructure Resiliency and Evaluation of Human Impacts 

1510 – 1610 

Chairman: 
Dr. Mike McGinnis 

Executive Director, VMASC, Old Dominion University 

Panelists: 

Professor Eelco H. Dykstra 

Professor of International Emergency Management George 

Washington University Institute for Crisis, Disaster and Risk   

Management and International Coordinator of the Dutch-

American International Center for Water and Emergency 

Management (DAIC-WEM) 

 

Mr. Donald Loren 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Security 

Integration, Office of the U.S. Secretary of Defense  

 

Mr. David Ozolek 

Executive Director, Joint Futures Lab, U.S. Joint Forces 

Command 

 

Mr. Jeff Frye 

Regional Transportation Manager, Target Corporation 

Notes: 

Key topics include emergency operations and centers, 

emergency site management, public facilities and business 

continuity, protection of critical infrastructure, critical 

infrastructure resiliency and disaster recovery, hazardous 

materials handling, communications and media, evacuation 

planning, and hazard identification and risk assessment. 
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Panel Session Three 

Emergency Management Training and Consequence Management 

1620 – 1720 

Chairman: 
Professor Adrian Gheorghe 

Batten Endowed Chair on Engineering Management and 

Systems Engineering, Old Dominion University 

Panelists: 

Major General Bruce Davis, USA (Ret.) 

Former Commander, Joint Task Force Civil Support, U.S. 

Northern Command 

 

Brigadier General Hans Hardenbol, NLDA 

Commander, 13 Mechanized Brigade, Royal Netherlands Army 

 

Major General John P. McLaren, Jr. 

Vice Commander, Joint Warfighting Center and Vice Director, 

Joint Force Training Directorate, U.S. Joint Forces Command 

 

Mr. Colin Wright 

Branch Head, Research and Technology Coordination, NATO 

Allied Command Transformation 

Notes: 

Topics include crisis communications, community recovery, 

exercise and training programs, emergency management 

training for first responders, managers and senior decision-

makers, development and use of models, simulations and 

simulators for emergency management training. 

   

1720 – 1730 
Conference 

Summary 

Dr. Mike McGinnis 
Executive Director, Virginia Modeling, Analysis and Simulation 

Center 

1730 – 1900 Reception (TCCC Foyer) 
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Wednesday, 16 April 2008  VMASC (1030 University Blvd, Suffolk, VA)  

Workshops 

The objective of workshops is to provide an opportunity for practitioners, academics 

and researchers to continue to collaborate on the topics of day one addressed by 

the keynote speakers and panels.  Workshops will produce a conference proceeding, 

including findings and recommendations, that once published will be used to inform 

the public and leaders from the two host nations. 

0800 - 0830 
Welcoming 

remarks 

Dr. Mike McGinnis  

Executive Director, Virginia Modeling, 

Analysis and Simulation Center 

Large 

Conference 

Room 

0830 

– 

1145 

W/G 

1 

Emergency Management Policy and Coordination 

 

Leader: Mr. Wayne Buck (ACT R&T Coordination Branch) 

Analyst: LTC Thomas Blaette (ACT Strategic Concepts Analysis Branch) 

W/G 

2 

Critical Infrastructure Resiliency and Evaluation of Human Impacts 

 

Leader: Dr. Mike McGinnis 

Analyst: Mr. Alex Smethurst (ACT Operations Analysis Support Branch) 

W/G 

3 

Emergency Management Training and Consequence Management 

 

Leader: Prof. Adrian Gheorghe 

Analyst: Mr. Simon Purton (ACT Operations Analysis Support Branch) 

W/G 

4 

Synthesis 

 

Leaders: Dr. Mike McGinnis and Mr. Wayne Buck 

Analysts: CDR Kenneth Nilsen and LT Jenifer Guimond (ACT Strategic 

Concepts Analysis Branch) 

1200 - 1300 

Plenary 

Session 

& 

Lunch 

Dr. Mike McGinnis 
Executive Director, Virginia Modeling, 

Analysis and Simulation Center 

 

Wrap up decisions. Working group and 

Synthesis group presentations. 

Large 

Conference 

Room 

1300 Symposium completes 

 


